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                                  Opportunities I Wisdom I Legacy 

Our school vision is based on our school motto, ‘Opportunities, Wisdom, Legacy.’ At Hinckley Parks 
Primary School, we strive to provide an inspiring and exciting wider curriculum together with a 
stimulating learning environment which will allow children the opportunity to enjoy a wide range of 
experiences which will develop the whole child and prepare them for the next stage of their lives.  

We recognise that education is a life long journey and ensure that we support children and teachers at 
all times to ensure that we provide the highest standard of teaching and learning possible for all 
children. Through our school values, we help each child develop knowledge and understanding as well 
as having a positive attitude towards themselves and others to enable them to enjoy a successful life 
in school and to allow them to make a positive contribution to society in the future.  

We celebrate success and achievement for every child and pride ourselves on developing a culture 
where children and adults look back fondly on their time spent at Hinckley Parks Primary School. 
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1 Statement of intent 

Section 80 of the Education Act 2002 and Schedule 19 of the School Standards and Framework Act  

1998, entitles all pupils to receive a religious education (RE) as part of a broad and balanced 

curriculum at school which promotes their spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development.  

This policy sets out the framework in which Hinckley Parks Primary School will ensure that this duty 

is met. 

While meeting this duty, our school/academy will also ensure that RE is: 

•Of a high standard, where expectations are clear to pupils, parents, teachers, governors, 

employers and the public. 

•Coherent and shows progression, particularly across the transition of the Key Stages  

•Contributing to the school/academy’s responsibility to promote community cohesion and high 

standards of achievement. 

•Well understood by the school community, who have confidence in the school/academy’s 

provision and achievement 

 

1.1 Purpose 

Religious Education is a compulsory subject and forms part of the National Curriculum to which 
every pupil should have access. It can provide the foundation for many people’s lives and promote 
acceptance and understanding of other beliefs. Through the teaching of RE we aim to promote the 
spiritual, moral and cultural development of all pupils. The RE syllabus that we are currently 
following at Hinckley Parks Primary school is the ‘Kent Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 
2017-2022’. At Hinckley Parks Primary School, we enable children to develop a sound knowledge 
for the following major religions; Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, as well as Humanists who 
follow no religion. Both religious and non-religious world views are studied. Children reflect on 
what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. We 
help children learn from religions as well as about religions. 
  
1.2 Aims 
Religious Education is an important part of the school curriculum and is taught relevant to the 
child’s stage of development and experience. The principal aim of RE in the Leicestershire  syllabus 
is “to explore what people believe and what difference this makes to how they live, so that pupils 
can gain the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised by religion and 
belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.” 
 
There are three types of knowledge we develop in RE. First, ‘substantive’ knowledge: knowledge 
about various religious and non-religious traditions; second, ‘ways of knowing’: pupils learn ‘how to 
know’ about religion and non-religion; third, ‘personal knowledge’: pupils build an awareness of 
their own presuppositions and values about the religious and non-religious traditions they study 
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The overall aims should enable pupils to: 
 

• Develop conceptual understanding of religion, religious beliefs and practices – in order that they can 
begin to engage in informed reflection and discussion about religions and religion. 

• Develop an informed appreciation of religions – in order that they can explore religions with 
openness, interest and enjoyment. 

• Value religious and cultural diversity – in order to enhance their social and cultural development 
and to contribute to a more just and civil society. 

• Create meaning from their knowledge and understanding of religions– in order to enhance their 
spiritual and moral development. 

• Develop an awareness of the richness of religions and their contributions to society and culture – in 
order that they can make increasingly mature judgements about the world in which they live. 

• Recognise commonality and difference within and between religions – in order to develop respect, 
openness and curiosity. 

• Develop a sensitive understanding of the significance of religious commitment and practice in the 
lives of individuals – in order that they might develop respect for individuals and their right to hold 
beliefs that are different from their own. 
 
2. Legal framework 
 
2.1 Legislation and non-statutory guidance  
 
This policy will have consideration for and be in compliance with the following legislation: 
                   •Education Act 2002 
                   •School Standards and Framework Act 1998 
 
This policy will also have due regard to the following statutory and non-statutory guidance: 
                  •Religious Education in Schools – February 2010 
                  •The new Ofsted Education Framework (EIF)- June 2019 

                  •OFSTED RE Research Review – May 2021 
 
2.2 Roles and responsibilities 
 
Governors and the Headteacher will fulfil their duty to: 
•Ensure that RE is provided as part of the school/academy’s basic curriculum.  
•Ensure pupils have access to collective worship  
•Provide an annual report to parents or carers, giving brief particulars of progress and 
achievements in all subjects including RE. 
The governors and Headteacher must also ensure that:  
•All pupils make progress in achieving the learning objectives of the school/academy’s RE 
curriculum.  
•The teaching of RE is well led and effectively managed, and that standards and achievement and 
the quality of the provision are subject to regular, effective self-evaluation.  
•Those teaching RE are suitably qualified and trained in the subject and have regular and effective 
opportunities for continuous professional development (CPD).  
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•Teachers are aware of RE’s contribution in developing pupils’ understanding of religion and belief 
and its impact in promoting community cohesion. 
•Teachers explore how new pedagogies and technology can be fully utilised to support RE learning 
objectives and promote community cohesion. 
•Clear information is provided for parents on the RE curriculum and the right to withdraw. 
•Teachers are aware that they do not have to teach RE unless specifically appointed to do so. 
•RE is resourced, staffed and timetabled so that the school/academy can fulfil its legal obligations 
regarding RE and pupils can make good progress. 
•Where there are insufficient teachers in the school/academy who are prepared to teach RE, the 
Headteacher will ensure that pupils receive their entitlement to RE, seeking advice from the Local 
Authority (LA) and/or the Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE), if necessary. 
 
 
3 Teaching and Learning 
 
3.1 The RE curriculum  
 
At Hinckley Parks Primary School, the religious education curriculum forms an important part of our 
school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. Our school 
RE curriculum follows the Leicestershire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 2021-2026. The 
curriculum is written to reflect progressive key questions per year group. 
The curriculum is split into 3 distinct areas of learning: 
 
Making sense of beliefs 
Identifying and making sense of core religious and non-religious beliefs and concepts; 
understanding what these beliefs mean within their traditions; recognising how and why sources of 
authority (such as texts) are used, expressed and interpreted in different ways, and developing 
skills of interpretation. 
 
Understanding the impact 
Examining how and why people put their beliefs into action in diverse ways, within their everyday 
lives, within their communities and in the wider world. 
 
Making connections  
Evaluating, reflecting on and connecting the beliefs and practices studied; allowing pupils to 
challenge ideas studied, and the ideas studied to challenge pupils’ thinking; discerning possible 
connections between these and pupils’ own lives and ways of understanding the world. 
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3.2 Time spent on R.E: 
In order to deliver the aims and expected standards of the syllabus effectively, the expectation is 
that there is a minimum allocation of five per cent of curriculum time for RE. This is set out below, 
and based on the most recent national guidance. 
 
EYFS- 36 hours of RE per year 
(e.g. 50 minutes a week or some short sessions implemented through continuous provision) 
 
KS1- 36 hours of tuition per year  
(e.g. an hour a week, or less than an hour a week plus a series of RE days) 
 
KS2- 45 hours of tuition per year 
(e.g. an hour a week, or a series of RE days or weeks amounting to 45+ hours of RE) 
 
3.3 Quality First Teaching 
We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching in RE allows 
children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious ideas and 
concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of values and 
promotes their spiritual growth and development. We encourage children to think about their own 
views and values in relation to the themes and topics studied in the RE curriculum. Our teaching 
and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own experiences and extend their 
knowledge and understanding of religious traditions. 
We use their experiences at religious festivals such as Easter, Diwali, Passover etc. to develop their 
religious thinking. We organise visits to local places of worship and invite representatives of local 
religious groups to come into school and talk to the children. 
Children carry out research into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths and also 
compare the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as rites of passage or festivals. 
Children discuss religious and moral issues using computers and working individually or in groups. 
Sometimes they prepare presentations and share these with other members of the school in 
assemblies. We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing 
abilities, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the 
challenge of the task to the ability of the child. 
  
3.4 The Foundation Stage 
It is important in the foundation stage to give children a broad, play based experience of RE in a 
range of contexts, including outdoor play. Early years learning environments should feature RE 
scenarios based on experience in the real world, such as in role play. We teach RE to all children in 
the school, including those in the reception class. In reception class, RE is an integral part of the 
topic work covered during the year. As the Reception class outcomes come from the updated Early 
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework for 2021, we relate the RE lesson outcomes to the 
objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals. 
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3.5 Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual 
development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of 
life. We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of moral 
and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense of 
identity in a multicultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in so 
doing, they develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives. 
  
3.6 Pupils with SEN (see our SEN Policy) 
We believe that all children have the right to access the RE curriculum. In order to ensure that 
children with special educational needs achieve to the best of their ability, it may be necessary to 
adapt the delivery of the curriculum for some pupils. We teach the RE curriculum to all children, 
whatever their ability. Through the teaching of RE we provide learning opportunities that enable all 
pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each 
child’s different needs. Where appropriate we may support SEN children in small groups or on a 
one to one basis. 
  
3.7 Assessment 
Assessing RE is an integral part of teaching and learning and central to good practice. It should be 
process orientated reviewing the way that techniques and skills are applied purposefully by pupils 
to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding and skills that they have developed during a 
particular unit. As assessment is part of the learning process it is essential that pupils are closely 
involved. Assessment can be broken down into; 
•Formative assessments are carried out during and following short focused tasks and activities. 
They provide pupils and teaching staff the opportunity to reflect on their learning in the context of 
the agreed success criteria. This feeds into planning for the next lesson or activity. 
•Summative assessment should review pupils' capability and provide a best fit level. Use of 
independent open ended tasks, provide opportunities for pupils to demonstrate capability in 
relation to the term’s work. There should be an opportunity for pupil review and identification of 
next steps. Summative assessment should be recorded for all pupils showing whether the pupils 
have met, exceeded or not achieved the learning objectives. 
Teachers will use assessments to form a judgement as to whether each child has reached the 
targets for each key question in their year group. Evidence of work will be highlighted in children’s 
books, on photographs, videos and notes on discussions with children etc. This will demonstrate 
achievement of objectives. 
  
4 Monitoring and review 
Monitoring will support the self-evaluation process identifying areas of strength as well as those for 
development. The RE Lead is responsible for the monitoring of this policy.  
Through monitoring the coordinator will: 
• Ensure that there is clear progression throughout the school 
• Analyse assessment data and pupil progress 
• Identify any training needs and offer extra support and guidance to staff when it is appropriate 
• Ensure that there are suitable resources to help with the teaching and learning of RE 
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Areas for development will be incorporated into the School Improvement Plan as necessary. 
 
5 Collective worship 
 
Guidance from the Department for Education (DfE) sets out that "Collective worship in schools 
should aim to provide the opportunity for pupils to worship God, to consider spiritual and moral 
issues and to explore their own beliefs; to encourage participation and response, whether through 
active involvement in the presentation of worship or through listening to and joining in the worship 
offered; and to develop community spirit, promote a common ethos and shared values, and 
reinforce positive attitudes." 
 
Following this guidance, and in connection with Hinckley Parks Primary School’s Values based 
Education approach, pupils have daily class assemblies which feature time for reflection, as well as 
Mindfulness sessions during the day. In addition to this pupils have Key Stage Celebration 
assemblies in the hall on alternate weeks and Visitor lead Key stage or whole school assemblies for 
special occasions, i.e. Harvest, Christmas.  
 
With the aim of being inclusive in our Collective Worship, taking the family backgrounds of the 
children into consideration, all pupils whatever their beliefs need to be respected. It is therefore 
appropriate to tell stories of the life of Jesus or other faith leaders, but inappropriate for all children 
to be required to address them in prayer. 
 
As many of the characteristics and Values of Christianity are shared by all the faiths. It is important 
to concentrate on these, as well as those specific to Christianity, as such Assemblies at Hinckley 
Parks are mainly Values themed. 
  
6 The Right of withdrawal from RE and Collective worship 
 
Parents may request that their child is withdrawn from RE and/or collective worship. 
Where parents are wishing to exercise this right, the Governing Body would first suggest that the 
parents first meet with the Headteacher to discuss their concerns.  
 
If the matter cannot be resolved, parents need to apply to the Governing Body in writing to 
withdraw their child from RE lessons. Arrangements will then be made for the child/ren to be 
supervised or engaged in another activity during this time.  
 
We are mindful that everyone holds different beliefs and this is respected and taken into 
consideration at Hinckley Parks Primary School and in RE lessons. 
 
 


